3







Canterbury tales 
Student’s name:
Professor’s name:
Institution of affiliation:
Course:
Date :

Canterbury tales.
Canterbury's tale consists of 23 stories narrated by 29 Pilgrims on their way to Saint Thomas Beckets shrine in Canterbury.  Geoffrey Chaucer is the author of 'the wife of baths tale.' This tale majorly contains the theme of women's desire for control over men and women's roles. In his tale, a young knight was pardoned by a Queen and given a chance to wandered about the entire county to discover what women most desire. He had to get the answer within one year. He almost lost hope in finding the correct answer he was looking for. Eventually, he promised to grant a wish to an ugly old hag for the right solution. When he was answered, women desire sovereignty over their husbands, and the nasty old hag wishes to marry him. He tried to plead for her to reconsider, but she refused. He married him secretly at night. He was left with an option to decide what he would prefer between her ugly and faithful or beautiful and faithless. The role of women was the main focus of Chaucer’s Canterbury tale. He wrote this tale when social structure was rapidly evolving, and he chooses to address changes that he noticed. Women were not identified by their social status but rather by the roles they play in society. They were rewarded with the roles of childbearing and cooking “Many a bream and pike were in his pond. Woe to the cook unless the sauce was hot And sharp, or if he wasn’t on the spot! And in his hall a table stood arrayed And ready all day long, with places laid”. However, they were capable of doing numerous tasks in society. He viewed men's dominance in the community as unnecessary and selfish behavior. Women's desire to take control of men also arouses their curiosity. He saw women as loathly behavior. 
Medieval had a view of how proper females should behave. He called it 'wife material.' Medieval, in his literature, argues that virginity and marriage were of equal worth. And to him, a woman was supposed to be married in her lifetime. Chaucer defied this notion when he used a wired character who had been married five times in her whole life. Chaucer on several occasions questioned the validity of Medieval arguments. In his tale, he quoted' rich widow was considered to be a match equal to or more desirable than a match with a virgin or property.' 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe that men and women will always struggle to co-exist in society successfully. Women desired to be treated equally to men. They work for equal job opportunities and equal pay with men. On the other hand, men feel that it is their role to take care of women, and they believe that women cannot handle the work they do. They are not ready to give into female dominance. This has resulted in women forming feminist groups to demand equality. This struggle doesn’t seem to end any soon. Due to their masculinity, men work in some critical environments that I honestly don't think women can. I believe women should not compare themselves with men because they don't possess the same capability. But instead, they should accept their roles as constructed socially. This will reduce to much unnecessary pressure and struggles.
Knight punishment was nothing near perfect justice and was very insufficient. In a legal framework, the knight was entitled to a fair criminal trial. Burking, Arthur personally condemned the knight to death. Again, it was Queen Guinevere who overturned the judgment and spared the knight's life. And instead challenged him with a task. I feel that the King surprised the entire society's social security by letting the knight walk free, in case he was dangerous. And again, the knight deserved a fair trial.
The Wife of Bath's tale reflects her personality, beliefs, and values. She had a wish in mind and a correct answer as well. She played a trick to get remarried. Even after marriage, she psychologically found a way to convince her husband to look and her differently. Regardless of her age and ugliness, she still believed in good marriage life. She shows real courage in facing the ugly truth and emerging victorious “A worthy woman from beside Bath city Was with us, somewhat deaf, which was a pity. In making cloth she showed so great a bent She bettered those of Ypres and of Ghent. In all the parish not a dame dared stir”
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